
Native

Paratya are New Zealand’s only 
freshwater shrimp that are 
widespread throughout the 
country. They seek shelter in weeds 
and other aquatic vegetation in 
slow moving water and are more 
commonly found in coastal streams 
as they have a marine stage in their 
life cycle.

These invertebrates are almost 
transparent and are able to hover 
in the water by beating their 
appendages under their abdomen. 
Paratya feed constantly on various 
items including fine organic 
matter, shredded plant matter and 
occasionally they will eat other 
small invertebrates. Paratya are also 
very good climbers..
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