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SUBMISSIOM FROM SHUKERS FARM LTD ON HEALTHY RIVERS

Our comments are largely to do with the Mangatangi Stream.

1)

2)

3)

6)
7)

8)

9)

We believe that every river and stream in the country will have a different solution.
The Mangatangi Stream is usually 12 metres wide with a stony bottom but during a
flood situation it can grow to a 50 metre raging torrent. Floods can occur often.
The Mangatangi Dam has a major influence on the river due to the fact of overflow
water being released by the dam with no notification to us.

For sediment control the bevelling and grassing of banks would be a huge advantage
as the water would naturally flow over the grass area and not cut into the banks of
the river and chew away at the edges.

The grazing of animals right to the rivers edge is the best natural weed control.
Nobody wants to spray chemicals next to running water.

Single wire electric fencing is proven to be a far better solution where flooding
occurs because electric fencing is a mental barrier and not a physical one. Multiple
wires cause a huge problem with debris being entangled in them and being washed
downstream and become some other poor persons problem.

Cutting of willows off the river banks has not worked as this has caused erosion and
increased stream flow speed and taken away shading of the river.

Another and more serious problem in our river is the Koi Carp which has appeared in
prolific numbers over the past 4-5 years.

Due to the changing course of the river and the width it grows to during floods it
would be impractical to build a permanent crossing over it. Because of this the river
is used as a vehicle and stock crossing.

The farm is run as a beef unit and not a highly stocked one at that.

Bryce and Carolyn Shuker



