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• Background –Kim Robinson 

• Farm Environment Plan 
• Maximum stocking rate 

• Affect on Nitrogen Reference Point 

• Farm Environment Plan 
• Affect on Water quality 
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• Purchased in 2001 
• Currently 3,523ha running 

50,000SU.  
• Stocking rate 9SU/ha with 

balance grazed off farm. 
• Over 8,000 Poplar Poles planted 

with 155ha getting full canopy 
coverage. 

• Farm Environment Plan written 
up and Overseer Nutrient budget 
regularly updated. 

• Employ 8 staff plus contractors. 
• Water testing since 2006 
• Winner of Ballance Farm 

Environment Livestock Award 
2007 
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Farm Plan identified capability of the land 
 
Farm system was designed to maximise 
 
Stocking rate ( winter) at 9SU/ha with consideration of 
protecting wet soils. 
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Overseer 6.3 assessed Nitrogen lost to water as 14kgN/ha 
 
This matches the water testing done on the property 
 
Farm Environment Plan only confirmed what was occurring 
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Testing done on Maungatui and Opuatia Stream 
consistently ( 22 samples) since 2006. 
 
Results analysed by Bob Wilcock ( NIWA) and Doug 
Edmeades ( Agknowledge) 
 
Both conclude that N concentration in water are not 
impacted by farming at Lochiel and are lower than the 80 
year targets already. 
 
Whilst at risk of P loss, this testing doesn’t indicate any 
detrimental effects. 
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• Farm Environment Plans designed so can be completed by Farmers 
at little cost as they are already being implemented. 

• Remove requirement for NRP as there is little effect on N in water 
from Drystock farms 
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