
AUP DEFINITIONS 

Ephemeral stream  

Stream reaches with a bed above the water table at all times, with 
water only flowing during and shortly after rain events. This 
category is defined as those stream reaches that do not meet the 
definition of permanent river or stream or intermittent stream. 

Intermittent stream  

Stream reaches that cease to flow for periods of the year because 
the bed is periodically above the water table. This category is 
defined by those stream reaches that do not meet the definition of 
permanent river or stream and meet at least three of the following 
criteria:  

(a) it has natural pools;  

(b) it has a well-defined channel, such that the bed and banks can 
be distinguished;  

(c) it contains surface water more than 48 hours after a rain event 
which results in stream flow;  

(d) rooted terrestrial vegetation is not established across the entire 
cross-sectional width of the channel;  

(e) organic debris resulting from flood can be seen on the 
floodplain; or 

(f) there is evidence of substrate sorting process, including scour 
and deposition.  

River or stream  

A continually or intermittently flowing body of fresh water, 
excluding ephemeral streams, and includes a stream or modified 
watercourse; but does not include any artificial watercourse 
(including an irrigation canal, water supply race, canal for the 
supply of water for electricity power generation, and farm drainage 
canal except where it is a modified element of a natural drainage 
system).  


